The thing you must ask yourself...
am | really GHS BS5609 compliant?

Most manufacturers believe that they are fully compliant by simply using compliant label materials.
This is not the case.

It is not sufficient for a chemical manufacturer to simply use compliant label facestock. To print
chemical labels that meet full International Marine Dangerous Goods (IMDG) compliance the media,
the adhesive and the printed image all have to pass Sections 1, 2 and 3 of BS5609 certification.
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Section 1 Compliance: Provides an overview of BS5609 and a description of the general requirements and actions

that need to take place, including the use of specific pictograms and text laid out to convey the hazardous informa-

tion.  December 1, 2014 - OSHA requires all employees
handling or exposed to hazardous chemicals be
trained on new GHS label elements and SDS formats

Section 2 Compliance: Outlines the requirements for testing the blank label's base material, which includes the

adhesive on the back on the material. Testing procedures include exposing to artificial weathering (salt spray & o Junel-Dec.1, 2015 - OSHA requires companies to

sunlight), dimensional stability and adhesion. When a label is Section 2 compliant, it means only the blank label is bécometf#”y Comp'i?“J-dThf%“i exception iStthe ’
B o SIX-month grace perioa distriputors are given to snip

BS5609 Section 2 compliant. any products that are still labeled under the old

system.
Section 3 Compliance: The difference between Section 2 and Section 3 is that the printed label is tested, whereas
Section 2 is only testing the blank label stock. With Section 3 compliance, labels are tested for abrasion resistance ® June 1, 2016 - Update alternative workplace

and permanence of print. This test must be done using the exact substrate that has passed Section 2, as well as the  [RRN ARG

. . v . ) ) . necessary, and provide additional employee training
printer and proper settings used for printing. The requirement is that the printed label survives at least three months [ SSRE IR PRI
immersed in seawater, can be removed and is still legible. This test must be passed successfully before a label can

called BS5609 compliant.
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